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ECAS and the EU Rights Clinic Launch Seven Strategies to Improve the 
Free Movement of Persons in the European Union 

 

Press Release  

Brussels, 22.10.2014 

 

Today, ECAS and the EU Rights Clinic are launching the first of Seven Strategies to improve 

the free movement of persons as part of the Right to Move campaign. The first strategy calls upon 

the European Institutions to recast the Directive 2004/38 on residence rights into a Regulation, 

which would help to reduce divergences in administrative formalities in the EU and ensure that 

private companies and national administration alike respect free movement rights.  

 

Although this Directive has the objective of simplifying and strengthening residence formalities for 

EU citizens and their family members, Member States have used it as a pretext to tighten up their 

national rules governing EU rights of residence, for example as regards the conditions relating to 

healthcare insurance. As a result, EU citizens and their family members continue to face 

significant obstacles when trying to comply with residence and visa formalities. 

 

The Right to Move campaign consists in advocating for Seven Strategies to improve the free 

movement of persons in the EU. The proposed Seven Strategies aim to improve the application and 

understanding of the free movement of persons in the EU in order to alleviate the problems faced by 

thousands of EU citizens every year. 

 

For the first time in the EU’s history, we are hearing calls in several EU countries for rethinking  

one of the cornerstones of the EU’s Single Market and the right which is most cherished by citizens 

in Europe today. 

 

In April last year, the Ministers of four EU Member States – the UK, Austria, Germany and the 

Netherlands – called  on the Irish Presidency of the European Council to consider further restrictions 

on the free movement of persons. This year we witnessed the unprecedented election of a significant 

number of Members of the European Parliament with anti-migration and Eurosceptic mandates. 

  

We are deeply concerned by these developments. We consider there to be a real risk that some 

governments may try to enlist the support of Eurosceptic MEPs to table amendments of the EU free 

movement rules based on speculative assumptions about the effects of free movement in the EU. 

  

In order to counter these risks, we believe that it is important to seize the initiative and propose 

measures aimed at ensuring that the free movement rules work better for all EU citizens. Each of the 

Seven Strategies to improve the free movement of persons in the EU will be unveiled on a weekly 

basis every Wednesday over the course of the next few weeks on www.righttomove.eu.  

 

 We hope you will endorse the campaign and we thank you in advance for your support. 

  

Anthony Valcke                                                                                                    Assya Kavrakova 

Legal Supervisor                                                                                                    Director 

EU Rights                                                                                                                  ECAS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.righttomove.eu/
http://www.ecas.org/
http://www.ecas.org/eu-rights/eu-rights-clinic/
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Notes for the Editors: 

 

The European Citizen Action Service (ECAS) is an international non-profit organization based in Brussels, 

with a pan-European membership and 22 years of experience. ECAS’s objectives are to strengthen European 

citizenship, enforce the free movement of rights, and enhance civic participation in the EU decision-making 

process  

 

The EU Rights Clinic is a joint initiative of ECAS and the University of Kent in Brussels. The mission of the EU 

Rights Clinic is to help European citizens and their family members to enforce their European Union rights.. For 

more information, please visit http://blogs.kent.ac.uk/eu-rights-clinic/    
 

The University of Kent was established at Canterbury in 1965 and has now become known as the UK's 

European university, with students in Brussels and Paris as well as at its other Kent campuses at Medway and 

Tonbridge. It has nearly 20,000 students, of which around 17,000 are undergraduates and approaching 3,000 

are postgraduates. The University was awarded The Queen’s Anniversary Prize for Higher and 

Further Education for the work of its Kent Law Clinic. 

 

 

Statistics: In 2013 there were 482,386,453 people in Europe enjoying the status of being an EU citizen. 2.77 

per cent (13,385,892) have enjoyed the right to move to another EU Member State.1 EU citizens move to other 

countries for a number of reasons, be it for employment (41 per cent according to a 2008 Eurostat survey), 

family (36 per cent of respondents2), health, education, or retirement.  

With a combined caseload between Your Europe Advice3 and SOLVIT4 of over 23,000 in 2013, it is clear that 

more needs to be done to assist EU citizens using their right to free movement, especially in the areas of social 

security, visas and residence formalities, and professional qualifications.  

 

Strategy 1: Strategy 1: Directive 2004/38 should be recast into a Regulation 

Please find the detailed strategy at this link: http://www.righttomove.eu/wp-

content/uploads/2014/10/Strategy-1-Directive-2004-38-should-be-recast-into-a-Regulation.pdf  

 

 

For more information, please contact:  

Elisa Bruno, EU Policies and Outreach Manager  

Email: elisa.bruno@ecas.org  

Tel: +32 2 548 98 25 

                                                                 
1 Eurostat, [migr_pop1ctz]. Last updated 10th April 2014. All figures are EU-27 as full datasets for Croatia do not exist before the 2013 
set of figures. Please note that these figures, as well as the subsequent ones, do not include any third country family members of 
the EU citizens resident in a country other than the one for which they hold citizenship. 
2 Eurostat [lfso_08_cobr]. Last updated 19th March 2013. Results taken from 13 Member States due to data gaps. For more 
information please see M. Benton and M. Petrovic, ‘How Free is Free Movement?: Dynamics and Drivers of Mobility within the 
European Union’, Migration Policy Institute Europe, February 2013. 
3 http://europa.eu/youreurope/advice/index_en.htm 
4 http://ec.europa.eu/solvit/ 
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